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Access to Health Care



ACS CAN advocates for policies that provide access to treatments and services people with cancer need for their care - including those who may be newly diagnosed, in active treatment and cancer survivors.
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  Survivor Views: Open Enrollment



February 16, 2023



Cancer patients and survivors must balance reducing their health care costs with ensuring they have comprehensive coverage of services, treatments, and care providers.






          


                                      
            

  
  Cancer Care and Reproductive Health



August 10, 2022



On June 24, 2022, the U.S. Supreme Court announced its decision in Dobbs v. Jackson Women’s Health Organization, eliminating the constitutional right to abortion and overruling the precedents of Roe and Casey. State actions on access to abortion services could have significant impact on cancer patients. 






          


                                      
            

  
  Just the Facts: Where Healthcare Dollars Are Spent



April 16, 2021



Where healthcare dollars are spent compared with dollars on cancer care, 2018.






          


                                  

          
                  
            

  
  Telehealth for People Living with and Beyond Cancer



November 9, 2020



Telehealth visits that enable providers to deliver clinical services from a distance using options like video conferencing and remote monitoring can provide cancer patients and survivors with a convenient means of accessing both cancer care and primary care.






          


                                      
            

  
  Spikes in Cost Increase the Burden of Affording Cancer Care



November 3, 2020



Cancer patients are particularly vulnerable to spikes in their health care costs because many expensive diagnostic tests and treatments are scheduled within a short period of time, so cancer patients spend their deductible and out-of-pocket maximum quickly. These costs can be difficult to manage over the course of a year, and most monthly budgets simply can’t afford these large bills. 






          


                                      
            

  
  High Deductible Health Plans Cause Extreme Spikes in Cost 



November 3, 2020



Most patients experience spikes in their health care costs around the time of a cancer diagnosis as they pay their deductible and out-of-pocket maximum. For patients on high deductible plans, this spike can mean bills due for several thousands of dollars within one month.






          


                                  

          
                  
            

  
  Overall Cancer Costs are Rising



November 3, 2020



The U.S. spent approximately $183 billion on cancer-related health care in 2015. This represents a signification portion of the total health care spending in the U.S. And it is expected to keep growing. By 2030 cancer-related health care spending is expected to reach nearly $246 billion.






          


                                      
            

  
  Insurance Disruptions & the Cost of COVID-19



November 3, 2020



The upheaval to the U.S. economy caused by the pandemic has resulted in many Americans losing their jobs and their employer-provided health insurance. Mid-year coverage disruptions are costly because cancer patients like Franklin who have already met their deductible and maximums near the beginning of the year must pay another deductible and reach their new maximum out-of-pocket amount when they start their new insurance plan.






          


                                      
            

  
  Some Insurance Plans Come with Higher Patient Costs



November 3, 2020



The Affordable Care Act (ACA) has helped individuals with pre-existing conditions like cancer access comprehensive health insurance and afford their care. But the law is at risk of being dismantled.
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  Cancer Patients Need Access to Comprehensive Health Insurance 



January 10, 2017



Consumers need access to health insurance policies that cover a full range of evidence-based health care services – including prevention and primary care – necessary to maintain health, avoid disease, overcome acute illness and live with chronic disease.  Any health care system that works for cancer patients must have standards ensuring that enrollees have access to comprehensive health insurance.






          


                                      
            

  
  Bans on Lifetime and Annual Cost Caps Protect Cancer Patients



January 9, 2017



Current federal requirements prohibit most insurance plans from limiting both the lifetime and annual dollar value of benefits.  This ban is one of several important patient protections that must be part of any health care system that works for cancer patients.

 


 










          


                                      
            

  
  ACS CAN comments on 2015 Edition EHR Standards and Certification Criteria Proposed Rule



August 10, 2016



ACS CAN comments on 2015 Edition EHR Standards and Certification Criteria Proposed Rule






          


                                  

    
  

      

    

  
      	 

  
  
  
  
  

  
  

  
      
          
            
      
        Medicaid Resources:

      

    

  
  
  
      
            
        


  
          
                  
            

  
  ACS CAN Comments re: TN 1115 Medicaid Waiver



September 9, 2021



ACS CAN submitted comments opposing Tennessee's proposal to fund its Medicaid program through a block grant and implement a closed formulary.






          


                                      
            

  
  ACS CAN Comments to CMS re: OK 1115 Waiver



April 20, 2021



ACS CAN comments supporting Medicaid expansion in Oklahoma, but opposing their proposal to rescind retroactive eligibility






          


                                      
            

  
  Medicaid Section 1115 Research and Demonstration Waivers



January 10, 2020



An increasing number of states are seeking greater flexibility in administering their Medicaid programs. The Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) and the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) give states the opportunity to test innovative or alternative approaches to providing health care coverage to their Medicaid populations through Section 1115 Research and Demonstration Waivers (otherwise known as "1115 waivers"). States must demonstrate that their waivers promote the objectives of the Medicaid and Children’s Health Insurance Programs (CHIP) and CMS must use general criteria to determine whether the objectives of the Medicaid/CHIP programs are met.






          


                                  

    
  

      

    

  
      	 

  
  
  
  
  

  
  

    

  
  
  
  
  
  













  

        
      

    

    
  





  
    
              
          
            
          
        

            
          
    

      
  Mailing Address

655 15th Street, NW, Suite 503
Washington, DC 20005

(202) 661-5700
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