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Cancer is a Public Policy Issue

In 2009, cancer will have claimed the lives of more than 54,400 Californians and
affected countless families, friends, and loved ones. One out of every two
Californians born today will hear the words “you have cancer” in their lifetime.
One out of five will succumb to the disease. Despite the advancements in
education, screening and treatments, cancer is still the second-leading cause of
death in California.

More can and must be done to help current cancer patients decrease risk and
protect future generations from the pain and suffering associated with this
disease.

The public expects the government to play a constructive role in this effort. In fact,
people rate cancer the number one disease the government should address. This
concern likely stems from the reality that this disease is the one they are most
likely to face personally.

Every day, legislators in Sacramento have the opportunity, through their votes, to
address that public concern and make exponential progress in the fight against
cancer. The California Division of the American Cancer Society has sponsored and
supported legislation to promote beneficial policies, laws, and regulations that will
continue our progress toward a cancer-free society.

This legislation guide provides an accounting of the progress the state has made
for California in 2009 and how each individual legislator contributed to the effort.

Please note: The American Cancer Society does not endorse or oppose candidates
for elective office or political parties. This record of votes is strictly non-partisan
and is not meant to convey support or opposition to any legislator. As legislators
often cast hundreds of votes in a year, there are inherent limitations in attempting
to evaluate a legislator solely on the basis of a few selected votes. Other important
work includes unrecorded matters such as performance on committees and
constituent service.



Scorecard Methodology

What source does the American Cancer
Society use to accredit votes?

The vote information used to create this
scorecard was taken from the public vote
record, which can be found at the official
site for California legislative information:
www.leginfo.ca.gov.

Which votes were counted?

Only the final floor votes were counted for
each chamber of the Legislature because this
was the final input given by each legislator on
the final version of the bill.

Why are previous floor votes or committee
votes not counted?

By focusing on final floor votes, variables
associated with voting during the preliminary
legislative process are eliminated. As a bill
moves through committees and between the
chambers of the Legislature it is often amend-
ed. Previous floor votes and committee votes
are indicative of a legislator’s position on a bill
that may have been altered several times
before he or she took a final position on a bill.

How are votes represented in the
scorecard?

The votes are scored by indicating either a
check ( v) for a vote in accordance with the
American Cancer Society position, an X ( x )
for a vote against the Society position, an NV
( nv ) for no vote due to absence or desire to
abstain, or a blank which indicates that the
legislator did not hold office at the time of the
vote.

How are Governor Schwarzenegger’s
actions represented in the scorecard?

Actions the governor took in accordance with
the American Cancer Society position are
marked with a check ( v ). Actions that went
against the Society position are marked with
an X ( x ).



2009 Scorecard Legislation

ACCESS TO CARE

AB 2 (De La Torre)

Would have required the Insurance Commissioner
and the Department of Managed Health Care to
approve and review health insurance policy can-
cellations/rescissions before insurance companies
or health plans cancelled them. AB 2 would have
increased access to care by further protecting
consumers from inappropriate policy rescissions.

American Cancer Society Position: SUPPORT
Outcome: Vetoed

AB 56 (Portantino)

Would have required that insurers and health
care services inform enrollees about the recom-
mended timelines for breast cancer screening ser-
vices. It also would have expanded required mam-
mography screening coverage for plans that cur-
rently have less stringent coverage requirements
than screening guidelines recommend. This bill
would have ensured that more women receive
access to essential screening services and would
have increased early detection and survival rates.

American Cancer Society Position: SUPPORT
Outcome: Vetoed

AB 359 (Nava)

Will require digital mammography screening to
be covered by the state's breast cancer early detec-
tion program (Every Woman Counts EWC) when
analog mammography screening services are not
available. Currently, EWC offers breast cancer
screening services to uninsured women over forty,
but only covers analog mammography. As radiol-
ogy facilities transition to digital mammography,
EWC's inability to pay for digital mammography
screening will create an access issue. This bill will
allow EWC to continue its mission of screening
women as the industry standard for screening
evolves.

American Cancer Society Position: SUPPORT
Outcome: Signed into Law

AB 366 (Ruskin)

Would have required consideration of the costs
associated with orthopedic implantation when
the State and hospitals negotiate the amount paid
for services under Medi-Cal. Orthopedic implan-
tation is used for treatment of bone cancers to
avoid amputation. In the past, amputation was
the only option, but now 90 percent of limbs can
be saved. The current reimbursement rate for
orthopedic implantation does not account for the
costs associated with the procedure. This could
potentially discourage the pursuit of orthopedic
implantation for Medi-Cal clients. AB 366 would
have supported the establishment of a payment
system that treated the two procedures more
equitably.

American Cancer Society Position: SUPPORT
Outcome: Held on the Senate Inactive File

SB 148 (Oropeza)

Will require mammography facilities that receive
notices of violation of standards to post the viola-
tion notice where it is easily visible to patients.
Ensuring the availability of this information will
make women better informed about the safety
and compliance record of mammography facilities
and deficiencies that can impact the quality of the
mammogram.

American Cancer Society Position: SUPPORT
Outcome: Signed into Law



SB 158 (Wiggins)

Would have required health insurance providers
that cover treatment for cervical cancer to also
provide coverage of the HPV vaccine. Insurance
coverage for the vaccine is necessary to ensure
that people have access to this important preven-
tion tool. The Society is excited about the remark-
able potential to prevent cancer that the vaccine
represents and believes coverage of the vaccine is
essential to maximizing vaccination.

American Cancer Society Position: SUPPORT
Outcome: Vetoed

SB 161 (Wright)

Would have required health care service plans
and insurance policies that provide coverage for
cancer chemotherapy treatment to provide equiv-
alent coverage for oral chemotherapy and intrave-
nous chemotherapy. Many insurance plans cate-
gorize oral chemotherapy as a medication, there-
fore subjecting it to exorbitant co-pays. SB 161
would have given cancer patients additional treat-
ment options at an accessible cost, increasing
their access to care and quality of life.

American Cancer Society Position: SUPPORT,
CO-SPONSOR

Outcome: Vetoed

ENVIRONMENT

AB 1404 (De Leon)

Would have made changes to the State's laws
addressing global warming to encourage local air
pollution mitigation efforts instead of allowing
regulated entities to be given credit for green-
house gas decreases achieved outside of
California. Particulate pollution is a co-pollutant
affiliated with greenhouse gases. It has been
linked to significant damage to the lung's small
airways and increased risk of dying from lung
cancer. AB 1404 had the potential to decrease
greenhouse gas emissions and the corresponding
particulate pollution thus benefiting California
communities. Those communities most severely
affected by air pollution, namely low-income com-
munities and communities of color, would have

particularly benefitted.

American Cancer Society Position: SUPPORT
Outcome: Vetoed

NUTRITION & PHYSICAL ACTIVITY

AB 627 (Brownley)

Would have authorized a statewide pilot program
to implement enhanced nutrition and physical
activity standards at participating child daycare
facilities. In exchange, the state would offer high-
er meal reimbursement rates to those facilities.
This program would help answer questions about
what level of reimbursement would support
improved nutrition and physical activity require-
ments in child care settings. One in three cancer
deaths are related to poor nutrition and physical
inactivity and nearly one in four children under
the age of five is overweight or obese. This pro-
gram would have encouraged healthy habits that
support decreased cancer risk early in a child's
life.

American Cancer Society Position: SUPPORT
Outcome: Vetoed

TOBACCO

ABx3 2 (Evans)

Would have increased the tobacco tax by $1.50, as
part of an overall budget package. The American
Cancer Society supports increasing tobacco taxes
because significant increases contribute to
decreases in smoking and help prevent youth
from ever starting to smoke. ABx3 2 and ABx3 39
contained identical language. The Assembly voted
on ABx3 39, while the Senate voted on ABx3 2.
These votes were the first time that all legislators
recorded a vote on a tobacco tax in 16 years.

American Cancer Society Position: SUPPORT
Outcome: Died in the Assembly without further action



ABx3 39 (Evans)

Would have increased the tobacco tax by $1.50, as
part of an overall budget package. The American
Cancer Society supports increasing tobacco taxes
because significant increases contribute to
decreases in smoking and help prevent youth
from ever starting to smoke. ABx3 2 and ABx3 39
contained identical language. The Assembly voted
on ABx3 39, while the Senate voted on ABx3 2.
These votes were the first time that all legislators
recorded a vote on a tobacco tax in 16 years.

American Cancer Society Position: SUPPORT
Outcome: Died in Senate without further action

SB 4 (Oropeza)

Would have made smoking a pipe, cigar, or ciga-
rette on a state coastal beach or in a state park a
punishable infraction. The Society has consistent-
ly advocated for smoke free beaches and other
outdoor venues to reduce exposure to cancer
causing secondhand smoke.

American Cancer Society Position: SUPPORT
Outcome: Held on Assembly Inactive File

SB 603 (Padilla)

Would have made changes to the state’s tobacco
retail licensing structure in an effort to decrease
sales of tobacco to minors. This would have
included an increased licensing fee and limita-
tions on the type and location of businesses that
could get a license. The Society supported the ver-
sion of the bill that existed at the time of the
Senate floor vote. Subsequent proposed amend-
ments warranted reconsideration of the Society’s
position, which is not reflected in this scorecard.

American Cancer Society Position: SUPPORT
Outcome: Held in Assembly Committee on
Governmental Organization

SJR 8 (Corbett)

Would have encouraged the Food and Drug
Administration (FDA) to prohibit all sales of elec-
tronic cigarettes until the FDA has approved
them for use. E-cigarette manufacturers are tout-
ing these devices as an alternative to smoking.
The Society supported this resolution because
e-cigarettes are a drug device that look like ciga-

rettes, contain nicotine, and have not yet been
evaluated by the FDA. This resolution would have
prevented the sale of electronic cigarettes until
the FDA approved the product, thus, ensuring
safety and efficacy.

American Cancer Society Position: SUPPORT
Outcome: Awaiting further action in Assembly
Committee on Governmental Organization

AWARENSS & DISPARITIES

AJR 11 (Furutani)
Designated the week of April 19-25, 2009 as
National Multicultural Cancer Awareness Week.

American Cancer Society Position: SUPPORT
Outcome: Passed

SCR 7 (Denham)
Designated March 2009 as Kidney Cancer
Awareness month.

American Cancer Society Position: SUPPORT
Outcome: Passed

SCR 14 (Aanestad)
Designated September 2009 as Prostate Cancer
Awareness Month.

American Cancer Society Position: SUPPORT
Outcome: Passed

SCR 22 (Steinberg)
Designated March 2009 as Colorectal Cancer
Awareness Month.

American Cancer Society Position: SUPPORT
Outcome: Passed



State Assembly Scorecard

Anthony Adams
Tom Ammiano
Joel Anderson
Juan Arambula
Karen Bass

Jim Beall Jr.

Bill Berryhill
Tom Berryhill
Sam Blakeslee
Marty Block
Robert Blumenfield
Steven Bradford
Julia Brownley
Joan Buchanan
Anna Caballero
Charles Calderon
Wilmer Amina Carter
Wesley Chesbro
Connie Conway
Paul Cook

Joe Coto

Mike Davis
Hector De La Torre
Kevin de Leén
Chuck DeVore
Mike Duvall

Bill Emmerson
Mike Eng
Noreen Evans
Mike Feuer
Nathan Fletcher
Paul Fong

Felipe Fuentes

Jean Fuller
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State Assembly Scorecard (cont.)
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Warren Furutani 55th = Dem Long Beach v v v v v v v v v v v v 4 4
Ted Gaines 4th  Rep Roseville x x v v x x nv x v x x v v v
Cathleen Galgiani 17th | Dem Tracy nv @V 4 v v inv Y v v v v v v v
Martin Garrick 74th  Rep Carlsbad x x v v x x nv x v x x v v v
Danny Gilmore 30th | Rep Hanford x x v v x x nv x v x x v v v
Curt Hagman 60th  Rep Diamond Bar x x v v x x nv x v x nv YV v v
Isadore Hall I 52nd = Dem Los Angeles v v v v v nv nv nv nv | nv Y v v v
Diane Harkey 73rd  Rep Laguna Niguel x x v v x x nv x v x x v v nv
Mary Hayashi 18th = Dem Hayward v v v v v v v v 4 4 v v v v
Ed Hernandez 57th Dem Baldwin Park v v v v v v v v v v v v v v
Jerry Hill 19th  Dem  S. San Francisco v v v v v v v v v v v v v 4
Alyson Huber 10th Dem Lodi x v v v v x v x v v v v v v
Jared Huffman 6th | Dem San Rafael v v v 4 v v v v v v v v v v
Kevin Jeffries 66th  Rep Riverside nv x v v x x nv x v x x v v v
Dave Jones 9th | Dem Sacramento v v v v v v 4 v v v v o inv |V v
Steve Knight 36th Rep Lancaster x x v v x x nv x v x x v v v
Paul Krekorian 43rd | Dem Burbank v v v v v v v v v 4 4 v v v
Ted Lieu 53rd Dem Torrance v v v v v v v v v v v nv Y v
Dan Logue 3rd | Rep Chico x x v v x * nv x v nv x v v 4
Bonnie Lowenthal 54th Dem Long Beach v v v v v v v v v v v v v v
Fiona Ma 12th | Dem San Francisco v v v 4 4 v v v v v v v v v
Tony Mendoza 56th Dem Artesia v v v v v v v v v v v v v v
Jeff Miller 71st = Rep Orange x x v v x x nv x v x x v v 4
Bill Monning 27th Dem Santa Cruz v v v v v v v v v v v v v v
Pedro Nava 35th  Dem Santa Barbara v v v v 4 4 v v v v v v v nv
Brian Nestande 64th  Rep Palm Desert x x v v x x nv x v nv x v v v
Roger Niello 5th | Rep Sacramento x x v v x x nv x v x x v v v
Jim Nielsen 2nd  Rep Biggs x x v v x x nv x v x x v v v
John A. Pérez 46th = Dem Los Angeles v v v v v v v v v v 4 v v v
V. Manuel Pérez 80th Dem Cathedral City v v v v v v v x v v v v v v
Anthony Portantino 44th | Dem Pasadena 4 4 v v v v v v v v v v v v
Curren Price* 51st Dem Inglewood v v v v
Ira Ruskin 21st | Dem Redwood City v v v 4 v v v v v v v v v v
Mary Salas 79th Dem Chula Vista v v v v v v v v v v v v v v

* Senator Price served the first part of the year in the Assembly. He was then elected to the Senate, where he spent the remainder of the year.
Votes for Senator Price are reflected in both the Assembly and Senate tallies.



State Assembly Scorecard (cont.)
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Lori Saldafha 76th = Dem San Diego v v v v v v v v nv v v 4 4 v
Jim Silva 67th Rep Huntington Beach % x v v x x nv x v x x v v v
Nancy Skinner 14th | Dem Berkeley v 4 v v v v v v v v v v v 4
Cameron Smyth 38th Rep Santa Clarita x x v v x x nv x v x x v nv v
Jose Solorio 69th = Dem Santa Ana v v v v v nv v v v v v v v v
Audra Strickland 37th  Rep Camarillo x x v v x x nv % v * x v v v
Sandré Swanson 16th = Dem Oakland v v v v v v v v v v v v v v
Tom Torlakson 11th Dem Martinez v v v v v v v v v v v v v v
Norma J. Torres 61st = Dem Pomona v v v v v v v v v v 4 4 v | nv
Alberto Torrico 20th Dem Fremont v nv Y v v v v v v v v v v nv
Van Tran 68th = Rep Costa Mesa x x v v * x nv x v nv v v v v
Michael Villines 29th  Rep Clovis x x v v x x nv nv Y x x v nv nv
Mariko Yamada 8th | Dem Davis v v v v v v v v v v v v v v

State Senate Scorecard
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Sam Aanestad 4th | Rep Grass Valley nv x| v | x| x | pg x x x x vV ox vV vV n X
Elaine K. Alquist 13th Dem Santa Clara 7 7 7 7 7 7 7 R R R |
Roy Ashburn 18th = Rep Bakersfield *x  x vV ox x nv ox x| x x vV ox vV vV vV x
John J. Benoit 37th  Rep Palm Desert *x x Y py %X npu x x qnnu x x x Vv gy Vv qny
Ronald Calderon 30th | Dem Montebello vViv v v x vV 9 n vV vV Vv v v v v v @V
Gilbert Cedillo 22nd Dem Los Angeles 777 7 7 a7 B 7 R G (S|
Dave Cogdill 14th = Rep Fresno x x vV x  x nu x  x qn X qnv x| v vV V& x
Ellen M. Corbett 10th Dem San Leandro VARV AR AR v [ AR VAR AR A AR VAR
Lou Correa 34th  Dem Santa Ana nv v v v x v x pn v Vv Vv x v v v Vv
Dave Cox 1st  Rep Fair Oaks x x Y npu x qnpnn x x v x v x v v v x
Jeff Denham 12th = Rep Merced x x vV ox  x n x x Vv x v x v v V| x
Mark DeSaulnier 7th  Dem Antioch 7 ERZ N7 7 7 R 7R 7 S g2
Denise Ducheny 40th  Dem San Diego v v v 9 nw Y n| Y  nv| ) n | v | Vv VY VY npnv Y onv
Robert Dutton 31st  Rep Inland Empire x x v x x q x x Vv x x x v v v x

v/ = vote along American Cancer Society position  x = vote against American Cancer Society position nv = not voting



State Senate Scorecard (cont.)
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Dean Florez 16th | Dem Shafter v v v v v n v v Y vV n nv Y nv vV onv
Loni Hancock 9th Dem Oakland 7777 7 7R 77 7 S Y 7
Tom Harman 35th = Rep Orange x x vV x x .y X% x vV x nv x qn vV | V| x
Dennis Hollingsworth  36th  Rep Murrieta x x v x x q x x x x qq x Vv v v x
Bob Huff 29th = Rep Glendora x x vV x x ny X% x vV ox vV x vV | vV | x
Christine Kehoe 39th Dem San Diego 77777777 GV |7 R R R
Mark Leno 3rd | Dem San Francisco vViv v v v v v v v v v v v v v Y
Carol Liu 21st  Dem Pasadena 7P N7 7 B R R A7 A R R R 7|7 T
Alan Lowenthal 27th = Dem Long Beach v v v v v v v v v v v v v v v Vv
Abel Maldonado 15th  Rep Santa Maria L3 R R S S 7 7 B 7 7 B B B 7
Gloria Negrete McLeod | 32nd | Dem Chino nv vV | v v x Vv x v v v Vv nqn v v v Vv
Jenny Oropeza 28th Dem Long Beach v nv v nv v v v v Vv Vv n v Y nv Y nv
Alex Padilla 20th = Dem Pacoima v v v v v v v v v vV n v vV VYV vV n
Fran Pavley 23rd  Dem Santa Monica 777 7 7 777 7 B R R R
Curren Price* 51st | Dem Inglewood Voo v v v vV Y v v v v
Gloria Romero 24th Dem Los Angeles 77 777 7 7 R GG (R
George Runner 17th = Rep = AntelopeValley x x v | x x 'nv x  x nu x Vv  x v oy nv | X
Joe Simitian 11th Dem Palo Alto ARV AR AR VAR VAR VAR v [V
Darrell Steinberg 6th = Dem Sacramento v o onw Vv |V vV VvV vV vV v v v v v v v Y
Tony Strickland 19th Rep ThousandOaks Y nv Y x x n x x Vv x v x v v v %
Mimi Walters 33rd = Rep Tustin x x vV x  x nu x x Vv x x  x v v V| x
Pat Wiggins 2nd Dem Santa Rosa 7777 7 7 77 7 7 R R 7
Lois Wolk 5th | Dem Linden v v v v v v v v v v v v vV vV vV
Roderick D. Wright 25th Dem Los Angeles 77 S 7 NG 7|7 R R R R
Mark Wyland 38th  Rep Escondido x  x vV ox x 'nv x  x v x v x v o Vv | x
el Ve 8th Dem SanfandscofsanMateo v v v v v v v v v vV x v v vV

Governor Scorecard
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Arnold Schwarzenegger Rep *

* Senator Price served the first part of the year in the Assembly. He was then elected to the Senate, where he spent the remainder of the year.
Votes for Senator Price are reflected in both the Assembly and Senate tallies.
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